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noble family, and that he had retired to the bank of a
flowing river in the woods to eat the food in his bowl,
the king was moved in his heart; he donned his royal
robe, placed his gold crown on his head and went out
in the company of aged and wise counselors to meet
his mysterious guest.                                                 7

The king found the muni of the Shakya race seated
under a tree. Contemplating the composure of his
face and the gentleness of his deportment, Bimbisara
greeted him reverently and said..                               8

'' O shram ana, your hands are fit to grasp the reins
of an empire and should not hold a beggar's bowl. I
pity your youth. If I did not think you were of royal
descent, I should request you to join me in the gov-
ernment of my country and share my royal power. De-
sire for power is becoming to the noble-minded, and
wealth should not be despised. To grow rich and lose
religion is not true gain. But he who possesses all
three, power, wealth, and religion, enjoying them in
discretion and with wisdom, him I call a great mas-
ter."                                                                         9

The great Shakyamuni lifted his eyes and replied :10

" You are known, O king, as liberal and religious,
and your words are prudent. A kind man who makes
good use of wealth is rightly said to possess a great
treasure ; but the miser who hoards up his riches will
have no profit.                                                          n

" Charity is rich in returns \ charity is the greatest
wealth, for though it scatters, it brings no repen-
tance.                                                        ,              12

" I have severed all ties because I seek deliverance.
How is it possible for me to return to the world? He
who seeks religious truth, which is the highest treas-
ure of all, must leave behind all that can concern him